
Malakai grew up in a single-family home, struggling with depression and 
anxiety. Yet this young man, with a strong work ethic, was determined to 
succeed. The Eckerd Connects Youth Workforce Development Program 
helped him move towards his work and academic goals, providing 
coaching and support. From starting as the youngest employee at a 
Play ‘n Trade through a summer work experience program, Malakai 
worked his way up to becoming General Manager at the store, all the 
while going to College, majoring in Computer Science.

This energetic youth believes in giving back to the community and 
actively volunteers at numerous  organizations including the Second 
Harvest Food Bank and United Way of Acadiana. Malakai has a passion 
for storytelling, and a goal to become a video game designer. To do this, 
he needed updated computer equipment his family simply couldn’t 
afford.  The Eckerd Connects’ Success Award makes it possible for him 
to pursue his dreams without added financial burden. 

• First-generation college student. 

• He plans to participate in the largest 
food drive in Acadiana. 

• His college G.P.A. is 3.0 and rising.

The Eckerd Connects Success Award 
recognizes individuals who have overcome 
adversity, demonstrated resilience, and 
achieved remarkable success through their 
involvement with Eckerd Connects programs. 
These inspiring stories showcase the transformative impact of our programs 
in empowering individuals to overcome obstacles and build a brighter future.

“Your donation, which 
includes updated 

computer equipment 
and a tablet, means 

more to me than words 
can convey, and I am 

incredibly grateful for 
the opportunities it will 
provide. Your generous 
support is a pivotal step 

towards helping me 
achieve my dreams, and 

I really cannot express 
how much it means 

to me.”

ADDITIONAL STATS:

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Ryan Salzer, Vice President, 
Business and Resource Development
(813) 767-7389  |  JSalzer@eckerd.org

Melanie Webre, Corporate Relations
(727) 247-2614 |  mwebre@eckerd.org

Eckerd.org/SuccessAwards
Follow us @ Eckerd Connects

HOW TO SUPPORT THE SUCCESS AWARD:
Your support can make a difference in the lives of 
individuals striving for success. Consider making a 
contribution to the Eckerd Connects Success Award 
to help us continue our mission of transforming lives. 
Visit our donation page to contribute and make a 
positive impact today.

ECKERD CONNECTS IS A 501(C)3 NOT-FOR-PROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION REGISTERED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA UNDER THE 
SOLICITATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS ACT (REGISTRATION CH12718). A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. CHARITY NO. 59-2551416

“I want you to know that your kindness is not just a financial gift but an investment in my future 

and the dreams that I hold dear. With this gift, I will strive to make the most of this opportunity, 

and I promise to work diligently and passionately towards my goals.”

Celebrating 
Success and 

Transforming Lives.

PROGRAM:
Workforce Development

LOCATION:   Lafayette, LA

MALAKAI AGE 19

Achievements: 
Graduated High School with 3.6 G.P.A., 
Majoring in Computer Science with 3.0 
G.P.A., actively volunteering with 
Second Harvest Food Bank and others.


