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For more amazing
stories that connect  
you with the people  
you are helping …

INSIDE

Challenging Year

Because of YOU…

CONNECT
Manuel got into a lot of trouble as a young  
child. His anger would lead him to fight, and  
he was suspended repeatedly. Next, he was  
introduced to drugs, which led to more  
serious trouble. Manuel was placed in the  
juvenile justice system and then residential  
facilities.

His wake-up call came through a car accident that  
took the life of his sister and orphaned her two young  
sons. He started to turn his life around by focusing  
on his family -- his father who had a stroke,  
his nephews, and his mother who took  
care of everyone.

Manuel reached out to Eckerd Connects for help –  
starting with getting his GED. He now has a full-time job, 
helps his family, and volunteers with Project Bridge.

This young man, confronted with tragedy, worked through it 
and created stepping stones toward a better future for himself 
and his family. 

Manuel is one of so many success 
stories made possible by caring 

people through Eckerd Connects’ 
nationwide programs serving  
children, teens, and families.

2021 ANNUAL REPORT 

“I could not have planned for 
a better experience to help 
influence my career choice. 
I would recommend Eckerd 
Connects to anyone  
whether they are certain in 
their career path or not.   
I appreciate the opportunity 
that was given to me.”
– Amber

This year has been a challenge – with so much of the nation and the  
economy in turmoil – we pray for the well-being of you and your family..

In 2020 Eckerd Connects donor support reached over $3,500,000. We’re so 
grateful for your generosity, which fuels our programs from coast to coast 
and helps to change lives. Donor support helped us go above and beyond 
to help the people who came to us in need.

Every gift matters and makes a difference. Your gifts continue to provide 
the services that protect foster kids, fund programs to keep teens out of jail 
and in school, and support single moms to finish their education and  
provide a stable home for their children.  

Having the opportunity to succeed is every child and young  
adult’s birthright, and it is Eckerd Connects’ vision that for each this  
opportunity becomes a reality.

Please make a donation by going to eckerd.org/donate. Thank you!

Every day, hundreds of people turn to Eckerd Connects with hope in their hearts. Your gift helps people where and 
when it is most desperately needed. You are joining us in our ongoing mission to provide and share solutions 
that promote the well-being of children, young adults, and families in need.

Eckerd Connects is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable organization, so donations are tax-deductible. Donations can 
be mailed to Eckerd Connects Support Center, 100 Starcrest Drive, Clearwater, FL 33765.

How to Change Lives …

For Planned Gifts, 
Bequest, and similar 
donations please 
contact Roy Jones, 
Chief Development 
Officer at  
(434) 258-4416 or at 
RoJones@eckerd.org
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2021 Annual  Report

Dear Friend of Eckerd Connects, 

This Annual Report is not about what Eckerd Connects accomplished in the last year -  
it’s about what your support for our mission accomplished in the last year. 

My goal is to show you, through stories of real people, how you are changing lives by 
helping us encourage people towards their God-given potential. 

I hope that as you read these stories, you’ll notice that repairing broken connections is at 
the very heart of our mission to promote the well-being of those who need us most.

We rescue people in desperate situations – and thanks to your support, we can go  
beyond immediate aid to provide holistic and caring assistance that reconnects people  
to family, reconnects them to their community, and reconnects them to success,  
self-sufficiency, and a meaningful life. 

That’s why I hope you’ll take just a few moments to read these stories. Thank you 
for all that you do for the children, young people, and families. 

Connecting People to Their Potential, 

David Dennis  
President and CEO
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Caring for Children

Caring for Children was originally 
created to provide emergency shelter for 
children removed from homes of neglect 
and abuse. Today, it offers comprehensive 
family support and foster care to  
vulnerable children and their families 
across North Carolina. It is one of the 
many Eckerd Connects community- 
based foster care and adoption programs.

BY THE NUMBERS

13,012
The number of children donor

support helped find strong, loving
foster families for in 2020

When you invest in the life of a child through 
your support for Eckerd Connects it affects the 
rest of their life.

Always an Open Door for a Child in Need
CARING for Children – one of Eckerd Connects 13 programs in North 
Carolina – helps children and families in crisis rebuild their lives and  
find hope, safety, and a pathway to a brighter tomorrow. We do this by 
employing a caring, professional staff and developing meaningful,  
innovative programs that get results.

Because of our network of diverse programs, we were able to help 7-year-
old J and his dad through the most difficult time in their lives – becoming 
homeless. They found themselves camping outside, without resources or 
support.  Law enforcement would routinely wake them up and have them 
move. This unstable, dangerous environment was taking a toll on J and 
his dad.

While on the streets, J’s dad heard about Trinity Place (part of Caring 
for Children) and how their emergency shelter for children might be the 
answer to his prayers.

J was able to stay at a house with other children and did not need to  
worry about where he would sleep at night, or what he would eat. The 
staff referred J’s dad to another Eckerd Connects Program, for a place  
to stay and to help get him get re-established. 

Today, J and his dad are doing great. J is in school, his dad has a job, 
and they have a home. Both father and son are connecting to their 
full potential. Thank you for your support.
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Foster Care
Helping Children in Need

Hi, we are Staci and 
Larry and have been 
fostering for about 5 
years. We have raised 
our own children 
and decided to foster/
adopt as we love 
children and wanted 
to help them. 

Currently we have 
four foster children 

placed in our home. Two are a sibling set. They are as 
follows: Molly-12, Kyndall-13, Sawyer-11, and Lucas- 
11. We are happy when we can keep siblings together 
and they can go home together. 

We have helped many children through providing 
long term placements, emergency overnight, and  
respite care. We are open to adoption if the  
opportunity presents itself. We know that children 
should return to their biological family when possible 
and we support that as the first option. 

We do a lot of activities with the children as a family 
such as camping, fishing, family vacations, sports 
games, and concerts. We also have home projects such 
as yardwork, building a mailbox, and other things the 
kids help us with.  

We want these kiddos to see what normal family 
life is all about so they may grow up and break the 
cycle of abuse.  We are most passionate about  
seeing them succeed as adults later in life. It is 
God’s work to be able to help children in need.

Eckerd Connects provides short-term and long-term foster care, as well as therapeutic foster care, which is specialized to help  
children with a history of behavioral, emotional, and, medical health problems. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we are one of 
the nation’s most experienced adoption agencies, connecting children with loving forever parents

Imagine a child removed from their home due to 
abuse or neglect. It often happens in the middle 
of the night, and the children have nothing but the 
clothes on their backs and a few belongings in a 
trash bag.

Through Raising Hope, Eckerd Connects  
supporters provide emergency and comfort items for 
these children and reconnect them to a loving  
community of adults. Rooms of Hope are small stores 
filled with fresh clothing, pajamas, shoes, hygiene items, diapers, school supplies, and other necessities.

Children, teens, and families once again have toys and clothes to call their own when all else has been lost. 
Raising Hope served 3,452, providing comfort and connection to the most vulnerable in our community.

In 2020, we expanded Raising Hope to provide clothing and supplies to young adults in our Worforce 
Development programs so that they are prepared to succeed as they begin their careers.

Raising Hope

I truly feel that without camp my daughter Riley’s life and future may 
never have been what it is today. The fact is your staff made me confident 
to drive away that day and gave me the ability to start my own healing 
from the events that lead us to that day. 

The more I learned as the program went on, I realized that every aspect 
of camp is designed around health and wellness. I was further impressed. 
The treatment plans were very thorough and informative. Camp  
addressed additional needs for my daughter such as her braces, her return 
after runaway on homestay, and her father’s behavior. 

From a parent’s perspective, I really cannot even come up with a single 
thing that could have been done better or differently. Your staff and your 
program is life-changing. 

As for Riley, we all know she was very stubborn and resistant to  
treatment. Because of this, in the beginning I was not sure if she and I 
would ever have a relationship again. 

After graduation and Riley’s homecoming the first few weeks were a bit 
of an adjustment. This was mostly due to my fears of past behaviors and 
the change of living together again. Riley got a job her first day home. 
Since then, she has been a very dedicated employee and has a lot of  
ambition in regards to her job. She also went to our local college and  
registered herself for fall classes. 

All in all, Riley realizes how much she needed this program,  
how helpful it has been to her, and how wonderful all of you are.  

E-Nini-Hassee
A Mother’s Love 
and Gratitude

Providing Comfort and Hope to Children and Teens
Located on 840 acres of tranquil  
Florida woodlands, E-Nini-Hassee’s 
evidence-based and individualized 
approach to treatment and growth has 
helped nearly 10,000 troubled girls gain 
the self-esteem and life skills necessary to 
navigate the difficult road from  
adolescence to adulthood. 

Thank you! Thank you!  
Thank you! My heart is so 
full. We would not be here 
without all of you! 
– Parent of E-Nini-Hassee camper

BY THE NUMBERS

21
The number of young women who  

graduated from E-Nini-Hassee camp  
in 2020 to a new life.



After successfully completing the Project Bridge 
program, our team is still making sure that Robyn has 
the support she needs to remain a success! 

Since enrolling in Project Bridge, she’s moved out  
on her own and obtained full-time employment. Now 
she has passed another milestone to adulthood by 
becoming the first member of her family to enroll in 
post-secondary school!

Recently, Robyn attended her first day of technical 
school.

“I can’t believe this is happening,” she said. “Please 
send me the pictures you are taking so I can share 
with my dad!” The Project Bridge staff took A LOT 
of pictures while yelling, “We are so proud of you 
Robyn!”
 
Words can’t express how thankful we are to the 
staff, donors, and leadership team that helped 
Robyn on her educational journey.
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Project Bridge Connecting Young People to Their Future

Project Bridge – Eckerd Connects’ Project Bridge provided educational, mentoring, vocational, and other transitional services to boys 
and girls ages 11-21 in 2020 to help them achieve stable and successful lives and avoid re-entry into the criminal justice system.

Across the country, Eckerd Connects Workforce Development is  
working hard to keep America’s workforce educated and engaged. 
Through a strong network of community services, eligible participants 

are taught the skills needed to further their 
education or obtain jobs in today’s  
competitive labor market. Eckerd  
Connects works with young people to get 
their GED and go on to college, or go  
directly to technical school, training 
school, or directly into the job market. 
Through Workforce Development we help 
with interviews and applications, wardrobe, 
counseling, and encouragement.
 
Ryan had minimal work experience when 
he came to us and had not yet completed 

high school. He was ready to take the steps towards his future and  
decided to enroll. He successfully completed his Develop U - Work  
Readiness Training course and he obtained the AHLEI Certified  
Maintenance Employee credential. Ryan also worked diligently and 
successfully completed his High School diploma with a 3.4 GPA. He then 
started a Paid Work Experience training with Solar Lights. He plans to 
pursue a career in Nursing. 

“Finally getting my diploma through Eckerd Connects was one of the 
best decisions I’ve made for myself. It made me realize I can still have 
a future.” Ryan 

Angelique came to Eckerd Connects seeking her High School Diploma 
and employment. She completed her Develop U - Work Readiness  

Training, her National Retail Federation 
Customer Service Credential, and earned 
her High School Diploma. 

Angelique needed to start working right 
away and obtained employment with 
Lowe’s Home Improvement. Angelique 
said, “This program helped me achieve my 
diploma, which I didn’t believe I was ever 
going to get. They also helped me with 
finding a job, showing me the proper way 
to complete an interview, and how to have 
great customer service skills. My success 

story is yet to be done, because of this program I know I will never give 
up, but I now know how to go about it in a different way!” Angelique

Workforce Development

BY THE NUMBERS

19,528
The number of people provided

career services and support through
Workforce Development in 2020

“I can’t tell you how happy  
I was to find a job. I work 
with great people and am 
learning so much. I am even 
able to help my mom with 
the bills. I tell everyone 
about Youth Connections 
and how they have changed 
my life. Thank you for giving 
me a chance and believing in 
me. I am so proud of what I 
have accomplished,  
and I can’t wait to see what 
happens next.”
– David

BY THE NUMBERS

1,954
The number of youth provided  

educational, mentoring, vocational, 
and transitional services by  

Project Bridge in 2020



Kristina, a recent High School graduate, had dreams of joining the  
military and becoming a combat medic. She wanted to help save lives. 
After a recruiter told her she would not qualify for the military, it was 
devastating. This had been her life goal.

Now she was not sure what to do. She lived in a household with 9  
others and only one income, so college was not really an option for her.  
Money was tight. Kristina began looking for a job and feeling her dreams 
of becoming a paramedic were out of her reach…or so she thought.

Kristina was referred to Eckerd Connects. She met with a Career Coach 
and soon learned her dreams were, in fact, a possibility. Together, they  
developed a career plan and went right to work.

After Kristina finished YESS training, we placed her in an internship 
working as an EMT intern. Kristina was ecstatic. She was finally  
learning and working in the field she longed to be a part of, but this was 
only the beginning. In order to become a paramedic, she needed her EMT 
license first. With the help of the Youth Connections Program, Kristina 
successfully earned her EMT License.

Now she could find employment in the medical field. She was hired full 
time as an EMT and could finally start saving for college. Kristina was so 
close to fulfilling her dreams.

Kristina enrolled in the paramedic program at TCMI, but still was  
unsure how she could afford the 
program. That’s when her  
Career Coach nominated  
Kristina for an Eckerd Connects 
Success Award Scholarship. 
When she was awarded tuition 
assistance, Kristina was over 
the moon.

“The idea that I am given  
the opportunity to fulfill  
my dream is almost  
overwhelming. Thanks to 
Youth Connections and  
Eckerd Connects, I am taking 
the steps to secure my future. 
I am beyond grateful.” Kristina8 9
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Prevention and Family Services

Hello my name is Barbarah, my children and I became homeless when I 
found out I was pregnant with my youngest child. I had just lost my job 
and I was not able to make ends meet while pregnant because I was high 
risk. We slept in my car, hotels, or stayed at different friends’ houses each 
night. 

While going through my tough times I always had a positive attitude and 
remained humble. And, my faith in God sustained us. 

I learned about Eckerd Connects from Healthy Families -- I was given 
the information, applied, and the process was quick. I have encountered 
nice people that work there. 

Thank you to Maria (my counselor) for being such an amazing angel. She 
made me feel comfortable with the whole process and she follows up.  
I just want to thank her so much. 

Many thanks to Eckerd Connects for helping me and my kids have a  
stable home. Words can’t explain how grateful I am. Thank you.

Your support makes it possible for loving mothers like Barbarah to 
care for her children in a safe home with hope for the future. 

Through your love and compassion, you help make sure all are fed and have a home.

BY THE NUMBERS

1,888
The number of people helped to find 

housing, jobs, medical services,  
and other needs in 2020

by Eckerd Connects Brevard County

Preventing homelessness – Being 
homeless makes connecting to  
potential so much more difficult. It makes 
it hard to get an education, find a job, get 
healthcare, and live a healthy lifestyle. For 
that reason, preventing homelessness is a 
priority in all Eckerd Connects programs. 
We’re so grateful for donor generosity that 
supports these efforts.

Success Award Scholarship
Shattered Dreams

Success Awards provide scholarship 
funds for tuition assistance, GED classes, a 
laptop for college – even a business suit 
for job interviews, as well as other support 
services to help youth succeed with their 
future educational and vocational goals.

BY THE NUMBERS

125
The number of young people  

who received Eckerd Connects  
Success Awards in 2020

$177,435 – Total amount awarded.



2021 Annual  Report

The Progression of Caring

The stories in this Annual Report represent more than 40,000 people who were helped by Eckerd Connects in 
a time of need last year. Thanks to the assistance of so many generous supporters like you, we were ready and 
able to repair connections to family, to community, and to individual potential at all ages and stages of life.

Your generosity helps to always focus on the needs – mind, body, and spirit – of the people we are serving. It 
helps Eckerd Connects develop our organization’s strengths and build partnerships in communities all over the 
country.

Thank you for giving us the ability to innovate and discover new solutions to old problems, and respond 
to new problems as well!

Where Your Support Made a Difference in 2020

In 2020 Eckerd Connects served children, teens, and families in 20 states.

We’re so grateful to our generous supporters across the country who helped fund local programs as 
well as our national efforts to help people in need in 2020.

Eckerd Connects offered more than 
166 programs across the country in 
2020. All of them relied on generous 
donor support.

No matter where our 
programs are located the 
goal is always to understand 
the needs of the people of 
all ages, develop services 
to meet those needs, and 
create ways for generous 
and compassionate  people 
to support our effort. You 
helped so many people 
across the country in 2020. 
Thank you!

Children – Eckerd Connects is one of  
America’s largest and most successful foster 

care and adoption agencies. We help 
 children in temporary homes with well- 

supported foster parents, and joyfully  
connect children with loving  

adoptive parents.

Young People – Eckerd Connects has 
pioneered programs to reach troubled young 

people before it’s too late. One study found 
that our Hi-Five character for  

education, violence prevention, and  
substance abuse program positively impacts 

student’s behavior at nearly twice the  
rate of similar programs.

Young Adults – In recent years, Eckerd 
Connects has built up our Workforce  

Development program to provide technical 
education, job-skills training, and other  

career assistance. We help young adults work 
towards solid careers in high-demand fields.

Adults – Even though we are one of  
America’s most trusted foster care agencies, 

our goal is to eliminate the need for foster 
care by strengthening parents so they can 
support their families and become better 

able to raise strong successful children.

Seniors – So much of the wisdom and 
strength of our families and communities 

rests in the hearts and minds of our seniors. 
Last year, Eckerd Connects helped seniors live 

healthy and connected lives

Because of YOU…

Eckerd Connects was  
able to be a blessing to 
people at every stage  
of life in 2020. You helped 
so many neighbors –  
infants to seniors!


