
teachers, and specialists whose lives 
exemplify our organization’s mission 
– they’ve adopted children, overcome work 
displacement, and used their triumph 
over trauma to help homeless adults and 
struggling teens who need guidance and 
understanding. Our individual testimonies 
drive our collective work, and that passion 
allows us to service more than 34,000 
people each year.

The support we receive from our donors 
directly helps us to address some of the 
most critical problems in our communities 
by crafting amazing, innovative 
solutions. Each investment impacts 

not only the well-being of our communities, but it empowers and equips 
us to change policy. We are devoted to doing what we can do to have a 
lasting, multi-generational effect. We appreciate you because your prayers, 
donations, and volunteered time enable us to have a greater reach with 
very tangible results. And it’s about more than growing our organization.

It’s about healthy kids. 

It’s about strong communities.

It’s about opportunity.

While we look to the past 
to celebrate all we have 
been able to accomplish, 
we remain a forward-
thinking organization… 
because our greatest 
work lies ahead.  

Here’s to the next  
50 years.

ABOUT ECKERD CONNECTS
Eckerd Connects was founded in 1968 by Jack and Ruth Eckerd with the 
belief everyone deserves the opportunity to succeed. The national nonprofit 
organization has connected more than 200,000 children, young adults and 
families to the help they need through programs in family and child services, 
workforce development, and juvenile justice services.  

Help us keep Jack and Ruth Eckerd’s  
legacy alive by making a difference in the 
lives of thousands of children and families.  

Go to eckerd.org/donate to  
make a gift today! 

Together, we can give children,  
young adults and families the  
opportunity they deserve.

To learn more, call 1-800-554-HELP (4357) or visit our website at Eckerd.org.
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Fifty years ago, Jack and Ruth Eckerd began 
a small outdoor therapeutic camp for young 
people who needed a second chance. Today, 
that camp has grown to become a national, 
160-program non-profit organization 
operating in 20 states and the District of 
Columbia. While our beginnings lie in child-
based services, we now work to serve the 
whole family. By extending our reach, I hope 
that over the next 50 years we can effect real change for communities 
across the country: pairing foster children with caring families who open 
their homes; aiding teens who’ve exited the justice system and are in search 
of a second chance; and training hard-working people so they can secure 
well-paying jobs and support their families. 

I have the privilege of visiting these programs, getting an up-close look 
at the work taking place to improve neighborhoods around the country. 
Some examples of this dedicated spirit:

Sebrena is working hard with her team in the Bronx to connect 
young people with challenging backgrounds to jobs and 
internships.

A Florida foster care sibling group of nine was recently matched 
with a family that adopted them all so that they can stay together.

Anna, a former dislocated adult worker, graduated from our 
workforce program in Charleston, South Carolina and is now 
working in the medical field instead of dead-end temp jobs that 
were taking a toll on her body.

Teens in Arlington, Texas are leaving the juvenile justice system 
with the hope and guidance they need to take steps toward 
improving their futures.

I am so proud of the work we are doing each day to honor the legacy of 
our founders while evolving to better serve our communities. 

For much of our staff, the Eckerd Connects mission is a personal one. 
We have remained motivated over the past fifty years because we care so 
deeply and personally about our communities. We have directors, coaches, 

Learn more about Jack and  
Ruth Eckerd’s legacy at:  
Eckerd.org/Legacy
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Our Legacy
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MISSION
Provide and share solutions that promote the well-being 
of children and families in need.

VISION
Ensure that each child has the opportunity to succeed. 

1982
Inspired by the change 
taking place in the lives 
of youth attending the 
outdoor programs, the 
organization opens 
first juvenile justice 
program. 

1985
The organization launches 
juvenile justice after-care 
services for youth in our 
residential programs.

1993
Recognizing the need to be 
proactive, the organization 
begins school-based 
preventive services in 
Florida through the model 
called Hi-Five.  Today our 
prevention services have 
expanded to mentoring, 
Fostering Education 
Initiative and prevention 
counseling.  

2010-11
First family preservation and parenting 
education services in North Carolina.

2012
Eckerd Connects is 
awarded the community-
based child welfare lead 
agency contract in Florida’s 
Hillsborough County.

2013
The organization expands 
child welfare services to 
Oklahoma and Kansas.

2013
Project Bridge transition services 
launches through a partnership 
with Florida’s Dept. of Juvenile 
Justice.

2014
Eckerd Connects and CARING 
for Children announce their 
affiliation, a powerful merging of 
two nonprofits in North Carolina.

2015
Eckerd Connects and Paxen 
announce their affiliation, 
expanding the organization’s 
reach into Workforce 
Development.

2016
Eckerd Rapid Safety 
Feedback® is nationally 
recognized by the US Federal 
Commission to Eliminate 
Child Abuse and Neglect 
Fatalities (CECANF).

2016
Henkels & McCoy Group, 
Inc., a utility infrastructure 
construction company based 
in Blue Bell, PA, donates 
its Training Services Group 
(TSG) to Eckerd Connects. 
TSG specializes in workforce 
development services.

2017
With an expanding list of service areas, the 
organization rebrands to “Eckerd Connects.” 
The name change reflects the organization’s 
commitment to helping people in the areas 
they need it most: child welfare, workforce 
development, and juvenile justice.WHO WE
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POST PROGRAM 
SUCCESS

(12 MONTHS POST COMPLETION)

READING

 PUBLIC � $210,096,216
 PRIVATE (CONTRIBUTIONS) � $4,338,503
 FEE FOR SERVICE � $2,163,010
 TOTAL $216,597,729

 PROGRAM SERVICES � $198,727,933
 GENERAL ADMIN. � $17,004,351
 DEVELOPMENT � $630,817
 TOTAL $216,363,101

 SYSTEM MANAGEMENT � $138,433,847
 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT � $25,310,423
 RESIDENTIAL � $12,356,214
 COMMUNITY-BASED � $8,011,750
 OTHER SERVICES � $5,255,164
 TRANSITION AFTERCARE � $5,198,664
 PREVENTION � $4,161,871
 TOTAL $198,727,933

(AVERAGE PROGRAM  
PARTICIPATION -  6 MONTHS)

**

**

*

DATA SOURCE FOR  FISCAL YEAR  ENDING JUNE 30, 2017    |    * Data represents all 34,000 clients served.    |    ** Data represents specific programs and does not include all 34,000 clients served.
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1968 
Our founders, Jack and 
Ruth Eckerd, envision a 
program to create healthy 
and successful alternatives 
to help children turn their 
lives around, which began 
Florida’s first private boys’ 
outdoor therapy program 
in Brooksville, FL.

1977 
Governor Jim Hunt, 
taking notice of the 
outdoor camp’s 
success,  asks the 
organization to expand 
its programs into 
North Carolina.  

1969 
Doors open for the first outdoor 
therapeutic school for girls in 
the southeastern United States 
named E-Nini-Hassee (Her 
Sunny Road) located in Floral 
City, FL.  This program is still 
operating today. 

1978 
Growth continues as more 
outdoor programs expanded 
up the seaboard into New 
England.

2007-8
Our after-care 
services continue 
to expand into 
Louisiana and 
Texas.

2008
Eckerd Connects expands 
into child welfare services, by 
becoming the lead agency for 
Pasco and Pinellas counties in 
Florida.

*

*


