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Meet
Marquele 

Age 15

“I like who I am”

Marquele is a charismatic young man with a big 
heart. He loves science, and wants to become a 
chemical engineer when he grows up. He has 
an insatiable curiosity, and once he latches on 
to an idea or interest, he’s determined to follow 
it through. Marquele is a good and loyal friend, 
and a diehard Seahawks fan! Although he’s 
been through a lot in his young life, Marquele 
still has the simple desire of any kid; to be 
special to someone. He will thrive in a home 
with one or two loving, understanding parents, 
and will do best as the youngest or only child.

To learn more about adoption, please visit:

heartgallerytampabay.org
Photos provided by:  

Children’s Board Heart Gallery of Tampa Bay

Contact our Fostering Respect hotline if you have a problem or concern, and cannot get the 
matter resolved with the case manager or your FDS representative. 

P: (813) 541-8017  |  E: fosteringrespecthillsborough@eckerd.org

Sept. 17 HCFPA Respite Program - Theme: Space Exploration   
 10 am - 12 pm @ The Family Place, 9391 N Florida Ave.,Tampa, FL - Childcare: $2 per child

Sept. 21 Quality Parenting initiative (QPI) 
 Two sessions available:  10 am - 12 pm  and  1pm - 3pm 
 At The Family Place, 9391 N Florida Ave.,Tampa, FL  | RSVP to: AmEdwards@eckerd.org 
 Special Guest: David Brown,  Youth Law Center  | Facilitator: Nicole Lefever, Dir. of Licensing

Sept. 22 ECA - Teen Foster Parent Recruitment 
 6 - 8 pm @ 7916 Evolutions Way, Suite 102, Trinity, FL 34655 | Registration: (866) 233-0790

Oct. 1 HCFPA Membership Meeting 
 10 am - 12 pm @ The Family Place, 9391 N Florida Ave.,Tampa, FL - Childcare: $2 per child

Oct. 13 ECA - Foster Parent Appreciation Banquet 
 6 – 10 pm @ Embassy Suites, 3705 Spectrum Blvd., Tampa, FL  33612 | RSVP: (813) 225-1105, x.1113

Oct. 15  HCFPA Respite Program - Theme: Fall Leaves   
 10 am - 12 pm @ The Family Place, 9391 N Florida Ave.,Tampa, FL - Childcare: $2 per child

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dr. Seuss, whose given name was 
Theodor Seuss Geisel, is an author 
most of us are familiar with. Born 
in 1904, he was the author of over 
44 books, which have now been 
published in over 20 languages. 

Did you know that 
Dr. Seuss’ first book 
was rejected by 43 
companies before it 
went to print? 

We have a lot to learn from Dr. 
Seuss including perseverance 
and compassion. Dr. Seuss writes 
about the diversity of humanity 
in a way that everyone can 
understand. 

One of his more famous stories, 
The Foot Book, describes all 
different types of feet. Like feet, 
we are all different and blazing 
our own trails. We must strive 
to show compassion to others 
and at the same time be true to 
our own journey. We see this 
especially when we are doing our 
work in foster care. We have many 
partners we must work with in 
order to ensure our children are 
getting the best possible care, 
while their families are working 
just as hard to do the same.  The 
next time you have some spare 
time, perhaps a dose of Dr. Seuss 
can help bring some sunshine 
to your day and remind you that 
we are all blazing our own trails 
together!

What can we learn 
from Dr. Seuss? 
This article is inspired by a  
seminar held at the 2016  
Child Protection Summit.



Hillsborough County 
Family Partnership Alliance

HCFPA meetings held the 1st Saturday of the month and the Respite Program is held the 3rd Saturday of the month at 10:00 am at  
The Family Place office located at Eckerd Community Alternatives on the corner of Busch Blvd. and N. Florida Ave.

President’s Corner
2016 Child 
Protection Summit
HCFPA President and a few board members attended the 2016 Child 
Protection Summit! The entire state of Florida coming together to 
receive training to better care for abused, neglected or abandoned 
children! Over 3,200 people from judges, foster/adoptive parents, 
Relative/ Non-Relative caregivers DCF, lawyers, directors, case 
managers, guardian, liaisons and more coming together on behalf of 
Florida’s most vulnerable children. 

Hello HCFPA Families, 

As our children return to school 
I would like to encourage each 
of you to take an active role in 
your child’s educational success 
and extracurricular activities. 
You being there and supporting 
their efforts makes a world of 
difference. 

I would like to welcome new 
members to the HCFPA family. 
Our membership consists of 
foster and adoptive parents, 
relative and non-relative 
caregivers. HCFPA offers 
members support, great 
trainings, the clothing closet, 
food pantry, fun free events, 
a monthly Respite (baby 
sitting), advocacy, Bed, Bath & 
Beyond, Home Depot and other 
wonderful items for your family.

I would like to thank the HCFPA 
board for all they do for our 
membership. HCFPA is run by 
an all volunteer board of foster 
and adoptive parents who donate 
time and energy to make HCFPA 
a great alliance. If you are 
interested in getting involved, 
please contact a board member.

We aim to keep you informed 
regarding the many changes in 
the System of Care. 

God Bless,

Kimberly Hernandez
Hillsborough County Family Partnership 
Alliance, President

October 
respite theme is

Fall Leaves

HCFPA Respite Program
HCFPA will be offering our respite program on Saturday, 
Sept. 17, 2016 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm at The Family Place.

This month’s theme is “SPACE EXPLORATION”.

An RSVP and a $2.00 
charge per child are 
required and can be made at 
HCFPA.org. Space is limited 
and RSVPs will be honored 
first come, first serve.



HCFPA Board of Directors

HCFPA.org

HCFPA Food Pantry
HCFPA and community members can receive HCFPA Food Pantry 
donations once per month after they self-attest that they have a need for 
food. Please complete your food pantry request forms and submit them 
when you come in during the Food Pantry’s hours of operation. 

Volunteers are 
welcome on the 
1st Friday of the 
month from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00  p.m. to 
help prepare the 
food distribution. 
This institution is an 
equal opportunity 
program. 

Pantry Hours
2nd and 4th Friday  

of each month 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

President
Kimberly Hernandez
kimh@HCFPA.org

Secretary
Education and Training

Gifts in Kind
Food Pantry

Jill Tyree 
JillT@hcfpa.org

Parliamentarian
Mershell Godbolt 

MershellG@hcfpa.org

Treasurer
Wes Binder  

wesb@hcfpa.org

Clothing Closet Chair
Membership Chair

Kathryn Melendez 
Kmelendez@hcfpa.org 

(813)541-6623

Childcare Chair
Ericka Shumpert

Childcare@hcfpa.org

Relative Caregiver Chair
Missy Saffold

(813) 516–9745
MissyS@hcfpa.org

Respite Chair
Emily Binder

Emilyb@hcfpa.org

Event Chair
Karen Queen 

KarenQ@hcfpa.org

HCFPA.org

HCFPA@yahoo.com

Clothing Closet Hours
1st Friday   9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
2nd Friday 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
3rd Friday  9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
4th Friday  9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
5th Friday  9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

HCFPA Family Clothing Closet 
HCFPA’s Family Clothing Closet 
serves infants, children, teens and 
adults. We thank Eckerd Community 
Alternatives for their partnership 
with HCFPA Family Clothing Closet. 
Please help us support this wonderful 
resource by donating your gently used 
or new clothing and shoes. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please 
contact Kathryn Melendez at 
(813) 541-6623.

Membership Applications: 
HCFPA Membership applications are available online at HCFPA.org. 
Applications are also  available before every monthly meeting and during the  
Clothing Closet operation hours.



No se discriminará ni se le negará a ninguna persona, por su raza, color, religión, nacionalidad, sexo, edad o incapacidad, la participación o los beneficios 
de cualquier programa o actividad que reciba beneficios de ayuda financiera federal y que sea administrado por el “Eckerd Community Alternatives System 
of Care.” Se pondrán a disposición servicios de interpretación de idiomas y señas sin costo alguno para el cliente.

No person shall, on the basis of  race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
be subjected to unlawful discrimination under any program or activity receiving  or benefiting from federal financial assistance and administered by Eckerd 
Community Alternatives System of Care.  Foreign language and sign language interpreters will be made available at no charge to the client.

To include foster parent stories and information in a future newsletter, forward to:  nlefever@eckerd.org    (813) 225-1105, ext. 1197

Congratulations!
Foster Parent Anniversaries

Licensed in  
August 2016

• Mary &  Chad Cole

• Tia Dix

• Emily Carlisle

• Michelle & Michael Vasquez

• Nicole & Amy Gentile/Aubin

• Daphne & Calvin Douglas

• Urusla & Joseph Bartley

• Jennifer & David Parsons

• Chenwe & David Iloanya

• Angela & John Timoneri

 Date

• Lourdes Rodriguez 9/1

• Melva & Luis Sierra 9/5

• Walter & Linda Sharpe 9/6

• Gary & Jocelyn Randolph 9/13

• Marie Souvenir 9/18

• Kathryn & Gil Melendez 9/20

• Alecia Thornton 9/22

• Michelle Bernardino 9/23

• Elizabeth “Betty” Norlin 9/23

• Michelle & John Goodwin 9/24

• Donetta Walker 9/26

• Regina & Scott Spieler 9/26

• Sherry & Kerwyn Madray 9/27

• Patricia & Mark Bote 9/28

• Irene & Luis Martinez 9/28

• Linda Saunders 9/28

• Farrol Thomas 9/29

• Darlene Fant 9/29

• Angelia Lake 9/29

• Guirlande Cajilus 9/29

• Joanne Colon-Thaler 9/30

• Jennifer & Joseph Talcott 9/30

• Alyssa & Mathew Yanson 9/30

• James Kim 9/30

• Dawn & Derek Zitko 9/30

Adoptive Parent Survey

• Geographically Based  
Support Groups

• Peer Mentoring

• Information and Assistance

• Emergency Financial 
Assistance 

• Adoption Competent Counseling

• Youth Support and Mentoring   

We Need Your Help!
Eckerd Kids is looking for those willing 
to commit to children in their home, 
providing them with temporary loving 
care and serving as mentors to the 
child’s family.  If you have a friend or 
family member that has room in their 
home and heart, please refer them to 
call Eckerd’s Foster Parent Recruitment 
Line or visit our website at:

P: (866) 233-0790 (toll-free)

Eckerd.org/foster
Free Foster Parent Orientations are held every  
3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m. at the  
Family Place, 9391 North Florida Ave. Tampa, FL

Camelot Community Care has launched a new Adoption Support program in 
Hillsborough County to provide critically needed support services to adoptive 
families.  

An important part of the program is a survey of all adoptive families in 
Hillsborough County who have adopted from the foster care system.  This 
first of its kind of survey will provide very important data to help us develop 
the services that are most needed by families.

The survey can be accessed through the following link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZMXTMZT

This new program will provide the following services to adoptive families:

To learn more about this new program, request services, join a peer  
support group, or serve as an adoptive parent leader in the program,  

please contact Krista Eckhoff at 813-635-9765 or by email  
keckhoff@camelotcommunitycare.org


